
 

Look at images and think 
If you’ve run out of ideas, just surf the Net and 

look at some images. I’ve added two images below 

and did some quick brainstorming. After a few 

seconds I could already think of several possible 

ideas for worksheets. After a few minutes I was 

able to add a few more. I have written some 

embryonic ideas next to the images. I regularly do 

this while I’m browsing images or clip art. 
 

Alternatively, you can start with an idea for a 

worksheet, design a rough draft (either on the 

computer, on paper or just in your head) and then 

start looking for specific images.  Once you’ve 

found what you need, insert them into your 

worksheet and complete the final draft. 

 

 

Look and learn 
Have a look at existing worksheets 

and pay attention to topic, layout, 

detail, skills, format etc. 
 

You can find plenty here: 

 www.ESLprintables.com 

 (T)EFL books & resource packs 

 Photocopiable Resource Packs 

 World Wide Web 

Stay in touch with the world 
Read or watch the news; look out for 

 Current events 

 Technological advances 

 Popular trends, music, films 

 Anything interesting, odd, fascinating 

Every day there are lots of stories which could be the 

topic of an interesting worksheet. 

- Farm animals 

- Food 

- Classification of animals 

- Characteristics of birds 

- At the circus 

- Philosophy (Chicken or the egg?) 

- What I like for breakfast 

- Strange or unusual foods 

- Love it or hate it 

- Typically Australian 

- Multinationals 

- Corporate takeovers 

 

Needs analysis (see also p. 2) 
 What level are your students? 

 Why are they studying English? 

 What kind of language do they need? 

 Which skills are most important for them? 

 What are they not so good at? 

 What kind of vocabulary do they need? 

 (Other)? 

Using these and possibly more questions, make a 

list of vocabulary, structures, functions, 

phrases etc. that your students need most. 

Then make worksheets that suit their needs. 

Introspection 
What did you need/want when you were 

studying English (or any other language)?  

What kind of topics interest (young) people 

nowadays? Are your lessons interesting? 

Put yourself in your students’ shoes and 

have a hard look at the materials they are 

working with now and the worksheets you 

are giving them. Are they adequate? 

From idea to worksheet 

It’s often so easy and obvious when you see someone 

else’s finished worksheets. You could bang you’re head 

against the wall and say ‘Why didn’t I think of that?’ or 

‘Now that’s a simple but bloody good idea!’  

It’s not always easy to get fresh ideas for making 

original and useful worksheets. You could always try 

some ‘safe’ or traditional topics, but I think you should 

try a bit harder; there are already a zillion body parts 

and reading comprehension worksheets after all. It’s 

important to do some brainstorming instead of relying 

too heavily on the Copy & Paste buttons (for the sake 

of students as well as members desperately in need of 

more points). I hope this ws will help you do this. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                         

 

 
                                                                                                                                       


