
Call for laptop/ tablet donations!
While we are looking to fund the 
procurement of some devices, the 
school would also appreciate donations 
of devices you no longer need (ideally a 
Google Chromebook). They will be 
given to families who do not have any 
devices to support home learning 
through Google Classroom. Prior to 
donating it, please wipe personal data 
and reset your device before handing it 
to the staff at reception. 

Survey Results 
We had 127  responses to our survey asking for your feedback 
on home learning during lockdown and device/ internet needs. 
84% (!) were either satisfied (from quite to very) with the 
school’s support, with the top 3 being phone calls, video clips 
and weekly printed lesson plans.
Suggestions for the future included zoom assemblies, offering 
small group online learning to maintain their sense of 
community, more videos of the teachers giving the instructions.  
Just about 90% have good or ok internet connections at home, 
but 1/3 respondents do not have enough devices for all their 
children to learn from home on a device if needed. Thank you 
for taking the time to respond.

Online Auction: 4th-14th Dec
We are organising an online auction to raise funds for the school and have been busy contacting local 
businesses to ask for donations. How will it work?  We will send out a link to the auction site on December 
4th so you can start bidding. Payment is online and pick up of the items (where required) will be handled 
through us. Follow friendsofcolumbia on Instagram to have a sneak peek at some of the amazing 
donations! Thank you to all the parents who donated and to all the many volunteers who have made this 
possible! What a great team effort! 

Winter Newsletter 2020
Dear Parents/Carers, 
We hope you are all keeping well and looking forward to the festive period. Friends of Columbia has been quite 
busy in the run up to Christmas so we wanted to share with you a few of the activities we are currently 
organising with the help of Olly and many parents and carers at the school.
If you are new to the school or have never received one of our newsletters before, please go to the second page 
to read more about who we are, what we do and how you can get more involved!

Christmas Coffee morning: Dec 4th
Last month we hosted our first virtual coffee 
morning and raised £70 through our cake sale. It 
was great to chat with parents through Zoom 
breakout rooms while enjoying our coffees & cakes. 
The next one is on Dec 4th. Special guest will be 
Julie, the school’s new SENCO! We will sell cakes 
again after drop off and send out dial in details 
prior. We look forward to seeing you there! Thank 
you SJ and Mahdia for organising!

Bread Sale!
Since September we have been receiving 
surplus bread from Bried Bakery nearly every 
week thanks to Zoe, who has kindly organised this 
and is allowing us to pick it up from her home! For 
those children and adults who miss our Fabrique 
surplus buns, we have parents who volunteer to 
occasionally bake cookies/cakes that can be 
purchased when you pick up your bread.
So far we have raised £237! Thank you Zoe!

Friends of Columbia Etsy Shop
The Columbia community has a long history of creatives and crafters, selling their unique wares at school fairs & the 
Columbia Market pop up shop. Now, these can be bought all year round, from all over the UK at the Etsy shop - 
FriendsofColumbiaSch.  Find us, share on social media and email Foc if you are interested in joining the makers. 



What is Friends of Columbia (FoC)? -  As parents and carers of children at Columbia, you are automatically a 
member of the Friends of Columbia. The group’s role is to support the school through fundraising and 
organising activities that make Columbia Primary school a welcoming and fun place for all. How active a role 
you want to take is entirely up to you! 

Year 
Group

Class 
name

Parent 
name

Child's 
name

Phone 
number

Nursery Red Tilly Joey 07880 792422
Reception Green /  

Yellow
Jesse Morris 07717 797976

Year 1 Ebony Cristina Amelia 07976 854051
Bronze Kate Hazel 07874 315904

Year 2 Sapphire Wendy Corey 07917 100863
Silver Carole Milo 07979 911094

Janice - Co-Chair

Year 
Group

Class 
name

Parent 
name

Child's 
name

Phone 
number

Year 3 Amethyst Caroline Xavi 07528 360067

Ruby
Katie 
T-G Izzy 07974 912512

Year 4 Amber Mahdia Adam 07815 955365
Jade Amina Arshi 07949 587271

Year 5 Emerald Gwen Truman 07740 980077
Pearl Shelley Ava 07903 624583

Year 6 Coral Janice Reuben 07875 101324

Turquoise SJ Zachary 07944 016747

Year Group WhatsApp Groups
Each year group in school has a WhatsApp group created by parents.  We would encourage you to join the 
groups for your children’s year groups. This is a way that parents are able to support each other, especially 
during current restrictions, and is also how FoC can share news and information with parents. If you are not in 
your child’s year group WhatsApp, please contact the respective parent and Class Champion

Isabel - Chair Gwen - Secretary

How can I get more involved? - Please reach out to friendsofcolumbiaprimary@gmail.com! We are 
always interested to hear from anyone who would like to support us or has ideas for how we can raise 
crucial money for the school, and to support the school community. Also, please note that the school is 
looking for two new parent governors with elections due next year. More information will follow!
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Bonne - TreasurerTilly - Community 

Engagement
Ian - Deputy Treasurer

Who forms part of the FoC Committee?  

 I have three 
children in the 
school: Reuben 
(year 6), Hannah 
(year 4) and Micah 
(year 1). We ♥ 
Columbia!

Lola is in Year 1 
and my 
daughter Nina 
will join the 
school in a few 
years.

Mum of Truman 
(year 5), 
Secretary of FoC  
and 
Parent 
Governor.

My eldest son, 
Amaeus is in 
Reception at 
Columbia and 
I also have a 9 
month old 
baby, Aurèlien

My eldest, Penny 
is in Year 2 and 
Joey is in Nursery.  
Benji will 
hopefully join the 
nursery in 2022.

Eddie joined 
Columbia this 
September and is 
in year 2. His baby 
brother Jojo will 
hopefully join him 
in 2023

mailto:friendsofcolumbiaprimary@gmail.com

